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Message from The Manse
We have just experienced our first real storm in the UK. While it has left a path
of damage it has brought to me a lot to think about and I would like to share a
few thoughts with you and hopefully they will help just a bit as we continue to
face the mystery of life ahead of us.

The first thing that comes to my mind is the fact that the storms that we face
have different levels. I received a call from a friend from Wales to check if we
were okay because he heard that winds of 120 miles were recorded on the Isle
of Wight, “and that is not far from you” he said. Well, the wind was bad, but I do
not think it was anywhere near 120 miles per hour. In our life we are often faced
with storms that seem to be bad and never-ending, but then we hear of
someone else who is going through an even worse storm than we are. In seeing
the “storm” in other people’s lives is not something to be happy about but rather
to find comfort in the fact that you are not alone in the storm you are facing and
together you will be able to move through the storm.

This brings me to the next point. I used the word “together” and that is one thing
that I have seen in our “storm experience”. The people come together and help
each other out. We had a part of our fence that came loose and our neighbour
came and told us about it AND helped us stabilise the fence. As we face storms
in our lives and see others in storms of their own, let us learn from this
experience and come together and support each other in our storms. No, we are
not all experts able to give perfect advice, but we can just be there for the people
and quietly say a prayer, asking God for wisdom in the situation.

As I looked out of my window and saw the wind bending the trees, I became
aware of how awesome our God is. Yes, some trees fell over, but many trees
managed to withstand the storm. God’s creation in mighty and big and every
detail has been thought of – even the strength and flexibility of the trees so that
they can withstand a storm. But as I continued to think about this I came to the
conclusion that God was bigger than ANY storm we face in our lives, all we need
to do is to allow God to be part of our lives and turn to Him for guidance.

How are you doing right now? Are you okay? Then thank God for the blessing,
but may I encourage you to also take time to see where you can help someone
who is not “okay”. And please do not worry about being “qualified” to do this –
leave that to God, you can trust Him for that blessing.

Maybe you are in the middle of a storm right now. Allow your fellow Christians
to come closer and be the support that you desperately need. You cannot
receive help that you need if you do not let people close to give you that help.



Let me end with these words of encouragement for us all: 1 Peter 5: 6-7 Humble
yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due
time.  Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

Yours in Christ

Ray

Copnor’s Thanksgiving Service  (From Barbara Hayward)

Copnor’s Thanksgiving Service took place on Saturday 15 January and was a
truly memorable occasion.  It was wonderful to see the Church full – around 150
people altogether - to hear the organ being played and the hymn singing filling
the building: this is a memory we will all never forget and always treasure.

It was really special for our fellowship to be together for one last time in our
building and to welcome our friends from Eastney, Trinity and the wider Circuit.
It was made extra special by meeting up again with friends who had been part
of Copnor many years ago but who we had lost contact with – for various
reasons.  Some have moved away and had made quite a journey to share this
service with us, others lived more locally but still wanted to be a part of this
occasion.

It was lovely to have some of our
previous Ministers and their
families with us too – Bill & Jan
Stillwell; Dennis, Rosemary and
Fiona Vernon; Carole, Emma, Jo
and Sally Grinter.  It has given the
opportunity for friendships to be
renewed and hopefully
maintained into the future.

Although this was a very sad
occasion for the Copnor folk, we

will always have this wonderful memory to treasure and to carry forward with us
into the future – wherever that may be.

Our Copnor Journey
(From Rev Ray Goddess)

We were blessed to see so many people at our Thanksgiving Service, it was
great to see how many people “caught up” with people that they had not seen



for a while. The reason for the service was sad, but it remains exciting to see
what God has planned for Copnor and indeed Portsmouth Methodist Church.

Services have officially stopped at Copnor with the people going to either
Eastney or Trinity or another church of their choice. The important thing is that
the people are still worshipping, and we are pleased with that.

With Circuit instruction, Lambert Smith & Hampton Property Surveyors are
currently carrying out a planning and urban design advice feasibility study on the
Copnor Mission Centre Site. The results and recommendations will be shared
with the PMC Council and then made known to everyone so that everyone is
aware of what is happening.

In the meantime, the Wesley Rooms are still being used for meetings and the
Brigades have relocated to St Joseph’s for now and they are settling in well and
are delighted with new members in both the Girls and Boys Brigades.

Please be assured that we will continue to keep you up to date with decisions
made about Copnor and the way forward.

Looking Back
Thanks

Eileen Baxter would like to thank Shirley and Alan Haynes for giving up their
time to those of us who would have been on their own on Boxing Day.  It was a
lovely day with friends, good food and games.

A Letter of Encouragement: Looking back nearly 60 years

(The following has been received by Rev. Ray Goddess)

In 1963, when I was 5 years old, I lived with my family just a short distance away
from the church, on Cromwell Road.  My parents wanted their Sunday mornings
free of squabbling children, so they sent me and my very slightly older brother
and sister to Eastney Methodist Church every week, on our own, with just two
pennies each to put in the upside-down purple velvet hat that was passed
around.  That was our 'subs', our parents' payment for babysitting services
unwittingly rendered by the church.

I could not read, and I definitely could not understand the words within the hymn
book we were handed on our way in.  I could not understand where the music
came from, as the organ shook the floors while people raised their voices in
song.



Part way through the service, we bolted for our Sunday school classes, and
would enjoy half an hour or more of stories, crafts and Christian love.  We sang
'Jesus Wants Me For A Sunbeam' except no-one knew there was no sunbeam
in our little lives, only fear, hunger and struggle.  But the minutes of care and
love we received shored us up for the week ahead.

On Wednesday evenings the three of us would attend Christian Endeavour in
the church hall, playing games, being safe, having fun and being minded by
wonderful people.

These tiny seeds of Christ's love planted within me 58 years ago have helped
me through so many sad and difficult times in my life, as well as the truly blessed
times.   I have lived in far off lands, joined many different Christian Churches as
the years rolled by, but I never ever forgot the love I was given by those who did
not know me, at Eastney Methodist.  I was given an anchor in life's ocean, for
which I am eternally grateful.

So please tell your youth leaders: never stop loving the kids.

Around our Centres
Could you be the Secretary for Portsmouth Methodist Church
Council?

A Message from Barbara Hayward

Barbara writes that she has informed Ray that she has decided to stand down
as Portsmouth Methodist Church Council secretary from April.  She is anxious
to remain as a member of the Church Council, but not as Secretary, as she feels
that in the future there will be a great deal of discussion about the Portsmouth
Methodist Church/Copnor situation and Barbara very much wants to be a part
of this going forward. She has in fact carried out this role for PMC for 4 years
and for about 15 years for the Church Council at Copnor!

To this end, Ray has asked Barbara to approach other members of the Church
Council to see if there is anyone who is prepared to take over this role.  Is there
anyone in our worshipping fellowship who may be able to take on this task?  It
would be good to know.  Please contact Ray or Barbara if you feel that this is
something that you could do.

Meanwhile we want to express our appreciation of Barbara’s commitment to the
life of the Methodist Church and thank her for all she has done and will continue
to do in a less onerous capacity



“Where we are with the Knitting Scheme"

"The times they are a-changing" However, praise the Lord, our loyal knitters knit
on....Records only started  in 2006, but the scheme started some time
before that, and for quite a few years our children's and babies' garments went
to my sister's church in South Africa (Newton Park Methodist) for foundling
babies, street children and impoverished families in Port Elizabeth.   But a time
came when the Newton Park branch of the "Women's Auxiliary" (the women's
association of the Methodist Church in SA) came to an end.   Younger women
were no longer joining - being either at work or caring for grandchildren, etc -
and the WA could go on no longer.

 We continued knitting, and when the appeal went out for displaced people in
Aleppo, Syria, we joined up with the United Church in Drayton who were
collecting winter clothing.   So our knitted items went to them.   Then a point was
reached when we were no longer able to send our knitted things to Syria.   The
"authorities" there insisted we hand over our garments to them to distribute.
 This our partners were not prepared to do.

However, Cosham Baptist were supporting poverty-stricken Roma people in
Rumania so our contribution to the world's children went to them.   This year
another point has been reached.   Brenda and Brian (Alcock) at Drayton are no
longer able to head up the huge task of collecting, sorting and packing the things
collected.     (Also our team of knitters and teddy-bear- makers reduces each
year.  Our chief teddy-maker even continued making teddies after her move to
Cornwall to live with her son and daughter-in-law.   Well into her 90's, the Lord
has finally called her home.)

So, we now need to find another scheme to support.    The bags of jumpers,
blankets, woolly hats ...   and teddies ... in my conservatory are fewer than of
yore but they do keep coming, in time for the autumn collection.   I'll let you know
as soon as we have found a new partner to work with.   In the meantime, if you
know of a good scheme for us to support you will let me know, won't you?   And
please do keep knitting!

On behalf of many hundreds of children who have benefitted from our Knitting
Scheme over the years may I say a very big "thank you" to everyone who has
contributed in the past and to those of you who are still knitting.    Laraine of
Copnor Centre, Barbara of Eastney Evangelical Church, and Maureen, who isn't
a church member at all, are still collecting and/or knitting, and a special thank-
you goes to you.   May God bless us all - and most of all, the children.

Beryl Wright



Preachers for March

Notice Board
Haslemere Celebration

Our friends at Haslemere Methodist Church are celebrating 50 years of worship
on their present site (Lion Green, Haslemere, GU27 1LD).  They want to invite
Methodist friends to join them for a special service to celebrate this Jubilee Year
on Sunday 13th March at 4 p.m.  The preacher will be Rev Andrew de Ville, the
Chair of the Southampton District) and the service will be followed by Afternoon
Tea.  If you would like to attend the celebration at Haslemere, please let Alan
Haynes know.

Methodist Women in Britain

Easter Offering 2022

Each year the Methodist Church holds an Easter Offering dedication service.
This tradition dates back to 1883, when women in Manchester collected £32 for
missionary work overseas from ‘Christmas pennies’ at family gatherings on
Christmas Day.

This year’s theme, ‘Tell Her Story, Tell Our Story’, features the stories of women
who have often been forgotten or overlooked, stories of courage, compassion
and calls for change.  The theme is inspired by the tenth anniversary of
Methodist Women in Britain and the work it has done to empower and enable
women around the world.

Date Eastney Trinity
March

6th March 10:30 a.m. Joint Service led by Rev.Ray Goddess at Eastney
Holy Communion

13th March Mrs Wendy Corney Rev Dr Beryl Wright

20th March Rev Bill Stillwell Gathering for Worship

27th March Gathering for Worship Rev. Ray Goddess



The offerings collected during this act of worship go to the World Mission Fund
of the Methodist Church in Britain.  Our circuit dedication service is being held
at Portchester Methodist Church on Sunday 15th May at 6 p.m.

(Before this, there is a meeting of MWIB church reps on Monday 14th March at
2.30 p.m. at Portchester. At this meeting, collection envelopes will be distributed
and the Circuit Service planned. Please attend if you are a church rep and you
are able.)

The Leprosy Mission

'I lift up my eyes to the mountains - where does my help come from?'
Psalm 121:1 (NIV)

Together we can end leprosy forever

High on a hill in Nepal sits Anandaban Hospital, a beacon of light to people
battling the physical and emotional effects of leprosy. Alongside The Leprosy
Mission’s hilltop hospital lies a cramped and crumbling research lab.
Appearances can be deceiving! Inside this unassuming building, cutting edge
research is taking place to reach the greatest height of all – ending leprosy.
Here the research team are developing an early diagnostic test that could
diagnose leprosy on a smartphone! It would mean people like Shakti, pictured,
could be diagnosed on the spot in her remote community.

If Shakti’s leprosy was diagnosed and treated earlier, she would not have
needed a life-saving leg amputation. A pioneering natural treatment, birthed in
the lab next to Shakti's ward could have healed her leg ulcers caused by
leprosy. Shakti need not have endured rejection and prejudice because of
leprosy. Scientific breakthroughs would have allowed her to live her dream of
becoming a doctor. This bright 16-year-old could now be applying to medical
school. Heartbreakingly, Shakti says her disability means her dream is now out
of reach.

Clinical trials are in progress at Anandaban that will reduce leprosy's
devastating grip globally. Through ground-breaking science, people like Shakti
can reach the great heights they deserve. Anandaban is home to scientific
breakthroughs that pave the way to the end of leprosy. The mountainous
challenge now faced by The Leprosy Mission is that the lab is at risk of closure.
It’s too small, not fit for purpose and was severely damaged in the severe
earthquakes of 2015. It simply won’t pass the upcoming Nepali Government
inspection. Without this lab, the chance to end leprosy in our lifetime is lost
forever. To stop people like Shakti facing the devastating effects of leprosy, a
new world-class research centre is needed at Anandaban.



God challenges us all to go to greater heights in His name. Will you make
medical miracles happen by helping to build Anandaban Research Centre?
Together we can give the research team the best possible environment and
tools to end leprosy.

Inspired by the ministry of Jesus, together we can reach the summit and
end leprosy forever.

Please visit www.leprosymission.org.uk or ring 01733 370505

Community
Portsmouth Choral Union

The Seven Last Words Of Our Saviour On The Cross - A Preview by Lois
Houston, PCU Publicity Officer

For their first concert of 2022, Portsmouth Choral Union will be performing
Haydn’s ‘The Seven Last Words Of Our Saviour On The Cross’.  This is the
shortest of Haydn’s four oratorios.  Composed for performance in the Cathedral
of Cadiz, in Spain, in 1787, it lasts just one hour.  The original version was purely
instrumental, though Haydn subsequently made an arrangement for String
Quartet and a transcription for Piano Solo. It was the idea of a minor German
composer, Joseph Friebert to prepare a choral arrangement.  Haydn based his
own ‘improved’ version on that of Friebert.

The music is mainly slow and reflective, though the final ‘Earthquake’ section is
dramatic and vigorous, bringing this movingly beautiful work to a stirring
conclusion.  For this performance the choir and soloists will be accompanied by
members of Southern Pro Musica, directed by David Gostick.



Following the success of last year’s early evening performance of the Faure
Requiem, this concert will begin at 5.30pm and last for an hour, there will be no
interval.  The venue for this concert will be St. Mary’s Church Portsea, and will
take place on Saturday April 2nd.  Tickets are available from the choir’s website
and ‘on the door’.

And finally
Will your anchor hold ? (Mark Barton)

Nothing in this hymn’s origins link it to the sea or the maritime. It was inspired
instead by the Epistle to the Hebrews Chapter 6 verse 19 “We have this hope
as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. “(NIV)

But it was written by Priscilla Owens, an American Methodist Episcopal Church
member for her Sunday school, in 1882. She was a teacher in Baltimore and
heavily involved in the Sunday school organisation. Various sources give
different dates for her life, while all seem to agree on her being born in 1829,
Hymns and Psalms gives her death as 1899 whereas several others sources
quote it as 1907. The hymn’s tune was written specifically for it, by another
member of the same denomination, William Kirkpatrick, and is appropriately
titled “Anchor”.   Between Priscilla and William, they represent all the Gaelic
regions, with Priscilla being of Welsh and Scottish descent and William being of
Irish descent.

The hymn is now strongly associated with the Boys Brigade.

Sing Lustily and With Good Courage (From Christine and Ralph)

Christine begins:

While getting the house ready for Christmas and visitors, we often put on CDs
of Christmas music.  The types of music are quite eclectic, ranging from
traditional carols to folk and more.

One such CD this year was ‘A Tapestry of Carols’ (1) sung by Maddy Prior with
The Carnival Band, recorded in 1987. Maddy Prior has sung with Steeleye Span
for many years. Steeleye Span is an English folk rock band formed in 1969 and
a group whose music we enjoy. Maddy Prior also takes time away from this to
perform with The Carnival Band.

But this is not the whole point of this item … since we enjoyed the Carols CD so
much, Ralph trawled through the internet to find further works by Maddy Prior
with the band.  Lo and behold, a few days later, another CD arrived, featuring
not Christmas carols this time, but Gallery hymns of the 18th and early 19th



centuries!  This CD was recorded in 1990… and now it’s time to hand over to
Ralph …

Ralph continues:

  …What attracted my attention was the title of this album – ‘Sing Lustily & With
Good Courage’ - Gallery hymns of the 18th and early 19th Centuries (2). It raised
two questions in my mind; where did the title come from and what was a ‘gallery’
hymn?

The content of the album gave a good clue to the first question. Several of the
hymns on the disc were written by Charles Wesley and ‘Sing Lustily & with Good
Courage’ actually comes from John Wesley’s 1761 instructions on singing.
These were:

I. “Learn these tunes before you learn any others

II. Sing them exactly as they are printed here without altering or ‘mending
them’ at all …

III. Sing All. See that you join with the congregation as frequently as you
can.

IV. Sing lustily and with good courage. Beware of singing as if you
were half dead, or half asleep; but lift up your voice with strength
…

V. Sing modestly. Do not bawl, so as to be heard above or distinct from the
rest of the congregation, that you may not destroy the harmony …

VI. Sing in Time. Whatever time is sung, be sure to keep with it. Do not run
before nor stay behind it … and take care not to sing too slow …

VII. Above all sing spiritually. Have an eye to God in every word you sing.
Aim at pleasing Him more than yourself or any other Creature.”

Well, point IV explains part of the album’s title, but what are, or were, gallery
hymns? In the 18th century it was rare for any church, other than a great
cathedral, to have an organ to lead singing. Most church singing would have
been unaccompanied and have been based on long established settings of the
psalms.

When the Wesley brothers founded Methodism, it rather turned things upside
down. The new hymn settings were either composed to go with the words or
were adaptations of current popular songs to suit the religious words (rather
than the somewhat bawdy original lyrics. I believe the quote is ‘Why should the



Devil have all the best tunes?’). This new and revolutionary form of church
music would often be led by an improvised village band or choir, probably the
same group who provided the Saturday night entertainment in the village
hostelry so they knew the tunes! This group of ‘musicians’ would normally sit in
the gallery at the back of the chapel or church and ‘lead’ the congregation in the
new style hymns of Charles Wesley, Isaac Watts and others, using whatever
instruments came to hand, or just their voices. Hence the term ‘Gallery Hymns’

(1) [A Tapestry of Carols; Maddy Prior and The Carnival Band; Saydisc Records,
1987, CD-SDL 366]
(2) [Sing Lustily and With Good Courage – Gallery Hymns of the 18th and early 19th

Century; Maddy Prior and The Carnival Band; Saydisc Records, 1990, CD-SDL 383]

Deadline for the April Issue (Easter edition)

The deadline for material for our Easter edition is Sunday 20th March 2022



When , What and Where
For more information about these activities and other community organised

activities, please see the Portsmouth Methodist Church web site
www.portsmouthmethodists.org.uk

When What Where
Monday

6:30 p.m. Girls Brigade St Joseph’s

Tuesday

10:00 a.m. Trinity Tots (during term time) Trinity

2:30 p.m. Friendship Group Copnor (Wesley
Rooms)

Wednesday

12:00 noon Fellowship Lunch including a short act of worship
(1st Wednesday of month)

Trinity

12:00 noon Soup and Pud
(3rd Wednesday of month)

Trinity

2:30 p.m. Wednesday Club Trinity

Thursday

2:30 p.m. Games Afternoon (2nd & 4th Thursday of month) Eastney

6:00 p.m. Boys Brigade St Joseph’s

Friday

9.30 a.m. Stay and Play Group for Toddlers and Parents Eastney

Saturday

10:00 a.m. Coffee Morning Trinity

10:00 a.m. Coffee and Light Refreshments Copnor (Wesley
Rooms)

www.portsmouthmethodists.org.uk

