
Sunday 16th August 2020 

Gathering hymn: 10,000 reasons (Bless the Lord, O my Soul) 

Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul, worship His Holy name. 

Sing like never before, O my soul, I'll worship Your Holy name. 

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning, it's time to sing Your song again. 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me; let me be singing when the evening 

comes. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul…. 

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger, your name is great and Your heart is kind. 

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing; ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 

Bless the Lord O my soul…. 

And on that day when my strength is failing, the end draws near and my time has come. 

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending; ten thousand years and then forevermore. 

Bless the Lord O my soul………. 

          Matt Redman 

Call to worship 

One thing that I have asked of the Lord, this is what I seek: 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; 

to behold the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in His Temple. 

We come to seek the Lord, for his love to shine on us as we worship together. 

 

Hymn: StF 59 Lord, the light of your love, is shining  

Lord, the light of your love is shining, in the midst of the darkness, shining 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us. Set us free by the truth you now bring us, 

shine on me, shine on me: 

 

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory, 

blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow flood the nations with grace and mercy, 

send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 

 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence, from the shadows into your radiance, 

by the blood I may enter your brightness, search me, try me, consume all my darkness, 

shine on me, shine on me: 

Shine, Jesus, shine….. 

 



As we gaze on your kingly brightness, so our faces display your likeness, 

ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here may our lives tell your story, 

shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus, shine….. 

         Graham Kendrick 

Opening prayers 

Holy and Loving God, we praise you for all you have made.  

For the world in its never ending beauty, for creating all people equal and calling us your 

children. We thank you for the peace that comes when we live together in harmony.  

Risen Lord, thank you for uniting us with your Spirit and making us one in you. Thank you 

for choosing us to be your body in the world to proclaim your good news and act in ways 

of love. May you be glorified through us and be made known to the ends of the earth.  

Forgive us for the times when we have caused division and when we have been quick to 

speak and slow to listen. Help us to be humble in heart and seekers of reconciliation and 

peace.  

Compassionate Christ, thank you for showing us your heart for all people for 

demonstrating welcome to the marginalised and hospitality to those who others may 

deem unworthy.  

You do not overlook anyone, but know each of us by name. Truly you are our Good 

Shepherd, the giver of abundant life. Amen. 

All age talk 

A couple of weeks ago I had a lovely e-mail from a University friend who I hadn’t heard 

from in a long time. It was lovely to hear from her but what was a bit disconcerting was 

that the two pictures that accompanied the mail showed that she didn’t look a day 

different from the time we met in the first few weeks of University life nearly 30 

years ago now. I shall have to ask her the secret to eternal youth though it is a bit late 

in the day for me!  

Last week we focussed on the beginnings of Joseph’s story and the difficult 

relationships he had with his family – his brothers especially. Today we hear a part of 

the end of the story and a lot of time has passed between last week and this week. 

Just 8 chapters in Genesis but some 20 years or so have gone by – and unlike my 

University friend – we’ll discover in the reading that is to come that Joseph doesn’t 

appear to be immediately recognisable to his brothers and they have to get close to 

realise who he is. As I have reminded you throughout the readings from Genesis over 

the previous weeks, this reconciliation doesn’t miraculously mean that everything is 

hunky-dory in the family of God – there will still be difficult times ahead, just as there 

have been previously. But ultimately the Joseph story is one of hope, reconciliation and 



restored relationships. Credit to Joseph that he takes the initiative at some personal 

cost to himself and makes it clear that he doesn’t hold his brothers to blame for his 

exile in Egypt. He doesn’t know how his revealing himself to his brothers will be 

received but he knows that for his own sake he needs to try and be reunited with them 

and live with them. We are going to hear this reading now followed by the Psalm set for 

today.     

Bible reading: Genesis 45:1-15 Joseph Reveals Himself to His Brothers  

45 Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and 

he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph 

made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard 

it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. 

Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they 

at his presence. 

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, 

“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed, 

or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to 

preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five 

more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you 

to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it 

was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord 

of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and 

say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down 

to me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, 

you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, 

and all that you have. 11 I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of 

famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to 

poverty.’ 12 And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my 

own mouth that speaks to you. 13 You must tell my father how greatly I am honoured in 

Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he fell 

upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And 

he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with 

him. 

Bible reading: Psalm 133 The Blessedness of Unity 

A Song of Ascents.  
1 How very good and pleasant it is 

    when kindred live together in unity! 
2 It is like the precious oil on the head, 

    running down upon the beard, 

on the beard of Aaron, 

    running down over the collar of his robes. 
3 It is like the dew of Hermon, 



    which falls on the mountains of Zion. 

For there the LORD ordained his blessing, 

    life forevermore. 

 

Hymn: StF 242 A new commandment 

A new commandment I give unto you, that you love one another as I have loved you, 

that you love one another as I have loved you. 

 

By this the world will know that you are My disciples, 

if you have love one for another. 

By this the world will know that you are My disciples, 

if you have love one for another. 

 

By this the world will know that you are My disciples, 

if you have love one for another. 

By this the world will know that you are My disciples, 

if you have love one for another. 

 

       Anonymous 

 

Sermon 

So Joseph and his brothers find themselves together once again. Remarkably, after his 

life has been turned upside down by their unkindness, Joseph shows his brothers 

forgiveness. These are people who have treated Joseph unjustly. And yet, just as 

Joseph has found life by the provision and mercy of God, so he extends this to others – 

even those who have stood against him. Instead of turning away, Joseph chooses to 

stand face to face with those he has been distanced by, and recognise that God’s 

mercy can be shown to them just as it has been to him. It is as if the opening lines of 

Psalm 133 were especially written for Joseph and his family at this moment – ‘how very 

good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!’ 

Sometimes we too have difficult relationships within our families and friendship groups 

and these can last for a long time often getting worse if the issues aren’t able to be 

addressed.  It can feel hard, if not impossible at times, to live in unity. I wonder, if we 

were in Joseph’s shoes, whether we would be as willing to forgive as he was in his 

particular situation? Maybe we would. Or maybe we would continue to feel bitter and 

resentful about what they had done all those years ago.  

Joseph shows that if you are willing to not live in the past but move forward in faith 

then God’s grace and mercy can be experienced in the reconciling of difficult issues and 

experiences. His family is brought back together in unity – differences set aside for a 

greater good.   

Psalm 133, in short but sweet words, addresses the same issue of unity but moves us 

beyond particulars to considering the more corporate unity in God’s kingdom; the 

blessing of the Lord is found when God’s people are together. Here, the writer says 

that the unity of God’s people is as precious as holy oils and as sacred as Mount Zion. It 

is in this unity, the psalm says, that the ‘life to the full’, the life forevermore of God’s 



kingdom is offered. So, what does living in this unity look like? What does it mean to 

live fully together as God’s people? Just as living in peace isn’t only about the absence 

of war, so unity isn’t only about no disagreement! Amongst any group of people there 

will be diversity and difference. In some church communities there will be more 

diversity and difference than others but, in all circumstances, this should be 

celebrated. There is a richness in difference and diversity as we are able to learn from 

one another and appreciate one another. However, when any group of folk get together 

there is always the potential for disunity. So, unity isn’t a given, it needs to be 

considered; worked at; and worked for at all times.  

It isn’t just about us who are trying to live in this unity but it’s also about how this 

living together speaks to others; how it is attractive to others so that they might want 

to be included too. In a world that is increasingly fractured and in our communities 

where folk might be distanced from one another, where might our seeking and working 

for unity within our own church communities and beyond be a powerful witness to the 

God who loves and seeks everyone? 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Let us pray: 

We hold before God those for whom life is very difficult; 

those who have difficult decisions to make, personally for themselves, professionally 

for the good of others. 

 

We hold before God those who have difficult tasks to face. 

 

We hold before God those who have difficult people to work with; those who suffer 

unjust treatment, unfair criticism, unappreciated work. 

 

We hold before God those who are sad; disappointed; lonely or ill in body, mind or spirit  

 

Offer prayers for those on your hearts this day…. 

 

We offer all these prayers to you in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Hymn: StF 692 Thy hand, O God, has guided 

Thy hand O God has guided thy flock from age to age. 

The wondrous tale is written full clear on every page. 

Thy people owned thy goodness and we their deeds record; 

and both of this bear witness; one church, one faith, one Lord. 

Thy heralds brought glad tidings to greatest as to least. 

They bade them rise and hasten to share the King’s great feast. 

And this was all their teaching in every deed and word, 

and all alike proclaiming one church, one faith, one Lord 



 

Thy mercy will not fail us nor leave thy work undone. 

With thy right hand to help us; the victory shall be won. 

And then by all creation, thy name shall be adored; 

and this shall be our anthem, one church, one faith, one Lord. 

 

       Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-1891) 

 

Closing words 

May the peace of Christ go with us, wherever he may send us. 

May he guide and lead us this day and all our days.  

 

Blessing  

And may the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us, the community of 

faith and with all those who we know and love, this day and forevermore. Amen. 

 

Sending hymn: StF 685 In Christ there is no east or west 

In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north, 

but one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

In him shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 

his service is the golden cord close binding humankind. 

 

Join hands, companions in the faith, whate'er your race may be! 

Who serves my father as his child is surely kin to me. 

 

In Christ now meet both east and west; in him meet south and north, 

all Christ-like souls are one in him throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

                           John Oxenham, pseud. (1852-1941) 

 

 

 

 

 


