
 
 

SUNDAY 5TH JULY 2020  
 

BRIDGEMARY                     GOSPORT                         LEE-ON-THE-SOLENT                  
 

INTRODUCTION 
This is the sixteenth Sunday that we have not been in a proper Church service, yes we can sing 
to ourselves, yes we can sing along to CD’s we may have or Song’s of Praise, or hymns on 
youtube.  There is a wholeness about being in a Church Service, whether we can understand a 
word or not.  On holiday one year two of us attended a service not in English, though we 
understood the stages of the service we did not know what they were saying.  We were made 
welcome and went away feeling we had worshipped. 
 
OPENING PRAYERS 
Let your presence wash over us, help us to know we are not alone in our worship that others 
worship when we do.  May our collective praise rise to your throne in adoration of your great 
name our God and Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Forgive us our failings, those things we have 
done and those things we have not done, those words we have said and those words we have 
not said.  We ask that in your grace you will forgive us and restore your love to us, Amen. 
 
READINGS 
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
Romans 7:15-25a 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 
HYMNS 
510 Lord, your Church on earth is seeking 
501 Help us, O Lord to learn 
 
REFLECTION 
No-one can inherit their faith from anyone, you can learn good habits from family members 
growing up, but faith is something personal and we each need to make a personal attachment 
to Jesus for us to have any real faith at all.  Out of that we begin our faith journey in the small 
tentative steps that Paul talks about in our Romans reading where we can be pushed this way 
and that as we learn what is right and what is wrong. 
 
Do you feel responsible for yourself and what you do and who you are?  We should and yet we 
should not.  No, I have not lost it, in one sense as Christians we let God be our conscience and 
prayerfully seek his guidance.  We may feel let down when we realise we have done something 
and have felt no prompt.  We may not have been listening, especially if we thought we had done 
a good job and congratulate ourselves justifiably. Well I have discovered that I am a thief, not 
intentionally, I hastily add.  For years I have had a music bag to keep music for the choir in.  For 
a couple of years the choir has stopped, so I have had no real need to use the bag.  The other 
day I took a look inside and to my horror there were books inside we must have most recently 
used.  Now I am here I cannot just take them to Church with me and put them back with the 
others!   
 
I know I am not a thief and they know that, or will know that once I return those books or knock 
on some-one’s door and hand them over.  That means I need to remember to pack them when I 
visit, whenever that is.  Are there things we need to say sorry for that we put off to save face, or 
not remind ourselves of the pain?  Have we had that conversation with God and felt his 
forgiveness?  I find being able to say sorry helps to build friendships and trust between fellow 



believers.  I have said since this lockdown that it feels like the blind leading the blind and it may 
feel like I am constantly having a go at you.  I am not intentionally and I am sorry these 
reflections may make you feel like that and would ask is God trying to say something, because I 
really do not know you well enough at this moment in time. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God our provider, provide for these we pray for, for those who have been involved in 
Conference this week, for the New President and Vice President of Conference, Rev Richard 
Teal and Mrs Carolyn Lawrence, may they have a blessed year.  For those who were welcomed 
into Full Connexion as Ministers, we pray that as they continue to minister where they are, that 
they will continue to grow in that role to lead their Churches to growth.  We pray for all who lead 
us in this circuit, pour out your Spirit on us all so that your kingdom may grow in these places, 
God our provider  
Hear us we pray 
 
God our provider, provide for these we pray for, for the people caught up in an extended 
lockdown in Leicester, give them the patience they need to stay put for longer than the rest of 
us.  In each place where this virus is causing more cases may we be quick to understand the 
need to keep ourselves and others safe.   
God our provider  
Hear us we pray 
 
God our provider, provide for these we pray for, for those around us, our families, friends and 
neighbours, meet with each one, that they may know your peace and presence guiding them 
each day.  We pray for those who concern us and the difficulties they face, we ask that you will 
help them throughout his time and give them the strength they need to get to the end of this 
struggle.  Provide jobs for those who find themselves suddenly out of work. 
God our provider  
Hear us we pray 
 
God our provider, provide for these we pray for, for those who are not as well as they could be, 
for those whose wait is prolonged, Janet and Pat, for those in hospital, Ruth, Joan and Barbara, 
we ask that you will be present with each one in their waiting and let your healing power work in 
their lives, 
God our provider  
Hear us we pray 
 
We bring these we are concerned for to your presence to intervene in their lives, in Jesus’ 
Name, Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
May the God of love and peace bless you and those you love this day and for ever more, Amen. 
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