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OPENING PRAYER 
God of new life, 
God of risen hope, 
as we read these prayers, readings and thoughts today, 
In different places,  
but knowing we are all together as part of your family 
may we know your resurrection power in our lives. 
May our spirits be renewed. 
May our bodies be restored. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN StF 372: Come down, O love divine 
1  Come down, O Love divine, 
  seek thou this soul of mine, 
  and visit it with thine own ardour glowing ;  
  O Comforter, draw near, 
  within my heart appear, 
  and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

   2  O let it freely burn, 
  till earthly passions turn 
  to dust and ashes, in its heat consuming ;  
  and let thy glorious light 
  shine ever on my sight, 
  and clothe me round, the while my path 
illuming. 

   3  Let holy charity 
  mine outward vesture be, 
  and lowliness become mine inner clothing ;  
  true lowliness of heart, 
  which takes the humbler part, 
  and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with 
loathing. 

   4  And so the yearning strong, 
  with which the soul will long, 
  shall far outpass the power of human telling ;  
  for none can guess its grace, 
  till he become the place 
  wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 

Bianco da Siena (d.
 
1434) 

translated by Richard Frederick Littledale (1833–1890) 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 372 



 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Thank you, Lord, for your constant presence. 
Thank you for holding us and comforting us. 
Thank you for crying with us when we are hurting. 
Thank you for weeping with us when we are broken-hearted. 
Thank you, Lord, that you never let us down, 
that you always give us hope. 
God of new life, we give you thanks and praise today.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Lord, forgive us when we don’t always trust you, 
when we don’t always trust that you know best. 
Forgive us when we think our timing is better than yours, 
when we think that we know best. 
Forgive us when we demand things from you, 
when we want everything now, 
and stamp our feet when we don’t get it. 
Forgive us when we turn away from you, 
when we don’t understand why things have gone wrong, 
when we feel let down and hurt, 
thinking that you have rejected us and abandoned us. 
For you never reject or abandon us. 
Forgive us, Lord, and give us renewed hope. 
Amen. 
 

Silence 
 

To all and to each, where regret is real, 
God pronounces pardon and grants us the right to begin again. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
SONG StF 338: There is a Redeemer  
1  There is a Redeemer, 
  Jesus, God's own Son, 
  precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
  Holy One. 
   Thank you, O my Father, 
   for giving us your Son, 
   and leaving your Spirit 
   till the work on earth is done. 

   2  Jesus my Redeemer, 
  name above all names, 
  precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
  O for sinners slain. 

   3  When I stand in glory 
  I will see his face, 
  and there I'll serve my King for ever 
  in that holy place. 

vv. 1-2 Melody Green (b.
 
1946) v. 3 Keith Green (1953–1982) 
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READING John 11:1-45 



Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one 
who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the 
sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness 
does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.’ 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was 
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
7 Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8 The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews 
were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 9 Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve 
hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 
world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ 11 After saying this, he told 
them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ 12 The disciples said to him, 
‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but 
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15 For 
your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 16 Thomas, who was called 
the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was 
near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But 
even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise 
again.’ 24 Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25 Jesus said to 
her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27 She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is 
here and is calling for you.’ 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not 
yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in 
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that 
she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 
feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 33 When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. 34 He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35 Jesus began to 
weep. 36 So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37 But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
it. 39 Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a 
stench because he has been dead for four days.’ 40 Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 
would see the glory of God?’ 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ 43 When he had said this, he cried with a 
loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and 
his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 
 
REFLECTION 



There are two things about Jesus from this account of his friendship with Lazarus, Mary and Martha at the 
time when Lazarus died that help us in our current situation.   
 
We are grieving; we don’t know how the present crisis is going to develop; we grieve for a lost ‘normal’; we 
grieve for time not spent with family, friends and colleagues; we grieve for those who are sick, those who are 
losing livelihoods, those who are losing relatives and friends. 
 
Two things about Jesus here that help us as we grieve as Martha and Mary grieved. 
 
Jesus the Messiah called dead Lazarus alive from the tomb.  It is a miraculous demonstration of the power of 
God for those he loves. 
We also see a very human Jesus wrestling with his emotions, perhaps even his fears and doubts, as he feels 
compelled not to respond immediately to the summons of Mary and Martha. 
 
The disciples express their fear of Jewish hostility.  Jesus, if human at all, must have had to confront those 
same fears. 
Jesus had courage to face the sisters’ grief, and the mutterings of the neighbours, and finally to approach the 
tomb. 
Lazarus was dead; Lazarus had been dead for four days.  John doesn’t shy away from the fact and the physical 
nature of things.  After that time his body would have begun to decompose.  As Martha said, there would be a 
smell. 
It must have taken much human courage to give the command to remove the stone. 
 
In Jesus, as in Mary and Martha and those with them, there must have been great anxiety and uncertainty 
about what would happen when Jesus said, ‘take away the stone’. 
 
How would a restored Lazarus look?  
What if he refused to come out? 
What if he didn’t really want to be brought back to life? 
 
We live at the moment with uncomfortable, distressing human realities: grief, anxiety, uncertainty, fear .. 
There are similar realities in this account: the tears, the misunderstood words and actions, and the stench of 
decayed flesh, fear, uncertainty, anxiety, grief ...  
 
God does not wave a magic wand to produce a rosy, romanticised and unreal replacement for human life. God 
enters into human life to renew and refresh it from within – sore, raw and messy as it is.  
 
Mary, Martha and Jesus have to dry their eyes. Lazarus wasn’t sleeping, or in a coma: he was dead and had 
been entombed.  
This wasn’t just a compassionate human Jesus gently comforting his friends. 
This wasn’t just a compassionate human Jesus gently rousing a beloved friend.  
 
This was a divine Jesus demonstrating his power 
A divine Jesus in the midst of human distress demonstrating divine power  
A divine Jesus in the midst of human distress demonstrating the full cost of divine power in human tears and 
indignity, a foretaste of what was to come. 



 
PRAYER 
If you’re able to print out the last page of this sheet, or if you have it on paper already, cut out the tear drop.  
Think of people and places that weep with sadness and need fresh hope and God’s resurrection power. Be still 
and quiet for a few moments, holding your teardrop before God.  Then pray: 
Thank you, Lord, 
that you weep with the world as you wept with Mary and Martha. 
Comfort your people as we comfort others. 
Bring restored hope to those we hold before you today. 
May they know your resurrection power. Amen. 
 
HYMN StF 649: God! When human bonds are broken  
1  God !   When human bonds are broken 
  and we lack the love or skill 
  to restore the hope of healing, 
  give us grace and make us still. 

   2  Through that stillness, with your Spirit 
  come into our world of stress, 
  for the sake of Christ forgiving 
  all the failures we confess. 

   3  You in us are bruised and broken :  
  hear us as we seek release 
  from the pain of earlier living ;  
  set us free and grant us peace. 

   4  Send us, God of new beginnings, 
  humbly hopeful into life. 
  Use us as a means of blessing :  
  make us stronger, give us faith.

5  Give us faith to be more faithful, 
  give us hope to be more true, 
  give us love to go on learning :  
  God !   Encourage and renew !  

Fred Kaan (1929–2009) 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 649 

Words: © 1989, Stainer & Bell Ltd, 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 1DZ  <www.stainer.co.uk> 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of all hope, we call on you today. 
We pray for those who are living in fear: 
 Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, fear of others reactions to them.  
May your Spirit give us a sense of calmness and peace.  
We pray for your Church in this time of uncertainty.  
For those needing to make decisions in order to care for others.  
For those who will feel more isolated by not being able to attend.  
Grant us your wisdom.  
Holy God, we remember that you have promised that Nothing will separate us from your love, demonstrated 
to us in Jesus Christ. Help us turn our eyes, hearts and minds to you. Amen 
 
Lord God, maker and ruler of all that is, 
All authority is Yours, but You have given authority to leaders to protect and guide us. Today, we ask that You 
would give all our leaders wisdom, discernment, strength, and resolve. Keep them healthy, safe, and rested so 
that they can continue to guide us through this troubling time. 
Give our government leaders wisdom about what needs to be done to stop the virus and stabilize our 
economy. 
Give our spiritual leaders Your discernment on how to meet people’s needs as they continue to glorify Your 
name and encourage the Church. 
Give our medical leaders insight into how to stop the virus. Strengthen their resolve and honour their hard 
work in creating a treatment for COVID-19. 



Give our civic leaders inspiration, courage, joy, and strength to meet the needs of their communities. 
And help us, as leaders in our communities, to display courage, hope, generosity, and kindness. We pray that 
the way we honour others would inspire those around us. 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
We pray for all who weep today: 
for those who grieve and mourn for the loss of loved ones – husbands, wives, mothers, fathers, daughters, 
sons, brothers, sisters, friends… 
Lord, weep with us and bring fresh hope. 
 
We pray for those who care for people at the end of their earthly lives: chaplains, hospice workers, nurses, 
doctors, carers, pastors, undertakers… 
Give them strength, courage, empathy and love as they walk with those who weep. 
Lord, weep with us and bring fresh hope. 
 
We pray for broken relationships where there seems to be no hope; 
for families destroyed by death, poverty, war, violence, or abuse; 
for those who feel let down by society; 
and for those who feel let down by you – 
may all know your presence in those dark times. 
As they wait on you, comfort them, Lord, we pray. 
Lord, weep with us and bring fresh hope. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven 
Hallowed be your name 
Your kingdom come 
Your will be done 
On earth as in heaven 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
And deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
HYMN StF 416: There's a wideness in God's mercy 
   1  There's a wideness in God's mercy 
  like the wideness of the sea ;  
  there's a kindness in his justice 
  which is more than liberty. 

   2  There is plentiful redemption 
  in the blood that has been shed ;  
  there is joy for all the members 
  in the sorrows of the Head. 

   3  There is grace enough for thousands 
  of new worlds as great as this ;  
  there is room for fresh creations 
  in that upper home of bliss. 

   4  For the love of God is broader 
  than the measures of the mind ;  
  and the heart of the Eternal 
  is most wonderfully kind. 



   5  But we make his love too narrow 
  by false limits of our own ;  
  and we magnify his strictness 
  with a zeal he will not own. 

 
BLESSING 
As we wait on you, Lord God, 
renew our strength, our hope, and our vision
to be your arms in this world, 
reaching out and enfolding with love 
all those we meet or speak with this week
And the blessing of God,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  
be among us and remain with us and those we love 
and all for whom we pray today and always.  
 
 
 

 
 

   6  If our love were but more simple
  we should take him at his wor
  and our lives would be illumined
  by the presence of our Lord.

Frederick William Faber (1814
Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 416
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